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militia, when the use of gunpowder was changing the
face of war."

At this time the kingdom of the Habsburgs came
into greater prominence because, during the Renaissance,
scepticism and realism were replacing medieval mysti-
cism, and the " shadowy rights " of the Holy Roman
Empire were no longer accepted as unquestioned tradi-
tional prerogatives. With the decline of the vague and
indefinable prestige of the Holy Roman Empire, the
actual and very real power of Maximilian and the
Habsburgs increased. Maximilian asked the Pope's
consent to call himself " Imperator Electus." An
Emperor Elect had replaced a Holy Roman Emperor.
Germany had emancipated herself from Rome, and this
began a new ascendancy of the Habsburgs.

Besides, and by this time the wise marriages of the
Habsburgs had become famous, Maximilian married his
son Philip as wisely as he himself had been married by
his own father. Philip married Joanna, aL daughter of
Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon. Philip and
Joanna's son was Charles, known to history as Charles V.
The power of the Habsburgs had penetrated the Spanish
Peninsula, the entire European Continent.

The reign of Charles V., on whose vast Empire " the
sun never set," was of tremendous importance to Maria
Theresa, though he lived two hundred years before her.
Under Charles, the Habsburgs became involved in the
conflict between France and Spain. Charles's bitter
rivalry with Francis I. of France was the original cause
of Maria Theresa's antagonism towards France, of the
continuous hatred between Austria and France which
was not terminated until 1756, when Maria Theresa and
her Foreign Minister, Count Wenzel Kaunitz, finally
brought about an alliance between the two countrie$,